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Species Suggestions 

Most of the species suggested here are native. Some are non-native but they are 

non-invasive and are valuable to urban wildlife. Non-native species are indicated by 

(NN). Size of tree species is indicated by: (S) = small (<12m high and 4-8m wide); 

(M) = medium (>12m high and 4-8m wide); and (L) = large (>12m high and >8m 

wide).  

Meadow plants and grasses 

Yarrow (Achillea millefolium) Ribwort Plantain (Plantago lanceolata) 
Agrimony (Agrimonia eupatoria) Common toadflax (Linaria vulgaris) 
Lesser Knapweed (Centaurea nigra) Cowslip (Primula veris) 
Greater knapweed (Centaurea scabiosa) Red/white/bladder campion (Silene sp.) 
Field scabious (Knautia arvensis) Common sorrel (Rumex acetosa) 
Ox-eye daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare) False Brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum) 
Bird’s foot trefoil (Lotus corniculatus) Cocksfoot (Dactylis glomerata) 
Yellow rattle (Rhianthus minor) Sheep’s Fescue (Festuca ovina) 
Viper’s bugloss(Echium vulgare) Common velvet grass (Holcus lanatus) 
Red clover (Trifolium pratense) Rough bluegrass (Poa trivialis) 
Lady’s bedstraw (Galium verum) Crested dog’s tail (Cynosurus cristatus) 
Common cat’s ear (Hypochaeris radicata) Meadow Cranesbill (Geranium praetense) 

 

Tree species 

Field maple (Acer campestre) (M) Crab apple (Malus sylvestris) (S) 
Alder (Alnus glutinosa)(M) Oaks (Quercus robur and petraea) (L) 
Common beech (Fagus sylvatica) (L) Rowan (Sorbus aucuparis) (M) 
Silver birch (Betula pendula) (L) Lime (Tilia cordata) (L) 
Bird cherry (Prunus padus) (M) Common Holly (Ilex aquifolium) (M) 
Wild cherry (Prunus avium) (L) Whitebeam (Sorbus aria) (L) 
Whitebeam (Sorbus aria) (L)  

 

Annuals and perennials (border plants) 

Rooper’s Red-hot poker (Kniphofi a rooperi) 

(NN) 

Bluebell (native only) (Hyacinthoides non 
scripta) 

Bugle (Ajuga reptans) Fleabane (Erigeron) 
Wood anemone (Anemone nemorosa) Sea Holly (Eryngium matitimum) 
Ox-eye chamomile (Anthemis tinctoria) Wall Flower (Erysinum cheiri) 
Rock cress (Arabis alpine) Stinking Hellbore (Helleborus foetidus) 
Thrift (Armeria maritima) Foxglove (Digitalis purpurea) 
Aubrieta spp. (Aubrieta spp.) Toadflax (Linaria vulgaris) 
Gold dust (Aurinia saxitalis) Primrose (Primula vulgaris) 
Tussock bellflower (Campanula carpatica) Blessed Mary’s Thistle (Silybum marianum) 
Red valerian (Centranthus ruber) Hedge Mustard (Sisymbrium officinale) 
Ivy-leaved toad-flax (Cymbalaria muralis) Wood Betony (Stachys officinalis) 
Wild daffodil (Narcissus pseudonarcissus) Snowdrop (Galanthus nivalis) 
Darley Dale Heath (Erica x darleyensis) (NN) Crocus spp.  (Crocus spp.) (NN) 
Squill species (Scilla spp.) (some NN) Winter aconite (Eranthis hyemalis) (NN) 
Grape Hyacinth (Muscari neglectum) (NN) Glory-of-the-snows (Chinodoxa spp.) (NN) 
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Hedge or shrub species  

These species can be used in hedge planting (H) or some can also be wildlife-friendly free-

standing shrubs (S). 

Hawthorn (Craetaegus montana) (H/S) Wild pear (Pyrus pyraster) (H) 
Common Gorse (Ulex europaeus) (H/S) Common hornbeam (Caprinus betulus) (H) 
Common Elder (Sambucus nigra) (S) Wild Privet (Ligustrum vulgare) 
Common Hazel (Corylus avellana) (H/S) Dog rose (Rosa canina) (H) 
Common Dogwood (Cornus sanguinea) (H) Field rose (Rosa arvensis) (H) 
Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) (H) Spindle (Euonymus europaeus) (H) 
Alder buckthorn (Alnus glutinosa) (H/S) Guelder rose (Viburnum opulus) (H/S) 
Purging buckthorn (Rhamnus carthartica) 

(H/S) 

Bay/Crack/Goat/White Willow (Salix sp.) 

(H/S) 
Wayfaring tree (Viburnum lantana) (H) Crab apple (Malus sylvestris) (H) 
Hardy Fuschia (Fuchsia magellanica) (NN) (S) Ivy (Hedera helix) (Climber) 
Orange ball-tree (Buddleia Globosa) (NN) (S) Silver wattle (Acacia dealbata) (NN) (S) 
Witch-hazel (Hammamelis) (NN) (S) Barberry (Berberis spp.) (NN) (S) 
Hedge Veronica (Hebe spp.) (NN) (S) Firethorn (Pyracantha coccinea) (NN) (S) 
Daisy Bush (Olearia spp.) (NN) (S) Escallonia (Escallonia macrantha) (NN) (S) 
Flowering Currant (Ribes sanguinem) (NN) (S) 
Portuguese laurel (Prunus lustanica) (NN) (S) 

Wintersweet (Chimonanthus praecox) (NN) 
(S) 

 
 

Invasive species (to be avoided) 

Butterfly bush (Buddleia davidii) Holm oak (Quercus ilex) 
Cherry laurel (Prunus laurocerasus) Johnson grass  (Sorghum halepense) 
Floating pennywort (Hydrocotyle 
ranunculoides) 

Montbretia (Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora) 

Giant hogweed (Heracleum 
mantegazzianum) 

Pale Galingale (Cyperus eragrostis) 

Himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) Perfoliate Alexander (Smyrnium perfoliatum) 
Japanese knotweed (Fallopia sachalinensis) Rhododendron (Rhododendron ponticum) 
New Zealand Pigmyweed (Crassula helmsii) Snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus) 
Parrots-feather (Myriophyllum aquaticum) Turkey Oak (Quercus cerris) 
Cotoneaster (Cotoneaster sp.) Water fern (Azolla sp.) 
Few-flowered garlic/leek (Allium paradoxum) Duck Potato (Sagittaria latifolia) 

 

 

 

Key principles for species features 

 It is preferable to install species bricks and boxes into the fabric of a building 
as this provides longevity (i.e. they will last longer) and they are less likely to 
be disturbed; 

 Species will not be attracted to a site unless there are areas for them to feed 
and cover for them to move around. Appropriate landscaping should be in 
place for the species being targeted (see Camden Biodiversity Advice Note: 
Landscaping Schemes). 
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Locations for species features 
 

The quantity and location of species features will depend on the site conditions, the 
species being targeted and the availability of commuting/foraging habitat. The 
following points provide general guidance only. 
 

Bat bricks and boxes 

 Should be located at least 5m above ground level; 

 Place two or three bricks/boxes facing different directions between south-east 
and south-west. 

Bird bricks and boxes – hole-front  

 Should be located 2-4m above ground level;  

 Should face between north and east to avoid strong sunlight and winds; 

 Make sure birds have a clear flight path to the nest; 

 Terraces or multiple boxes can be used for species that live in colonies, such 
as House sparrow. 

Bird bricks and boxes – Swift bricks 

 Should be installed at a height of at least 6-7m, preferably under the shelter of 
the eaves or overhanging roofs; 

 Should be sited on a north, north west or west aspect out of the sun and heat 
which can harm the chicks; 

 A 5 metre drop, clear of obstructions provides clear airspace for high speed 
entry and egress; 

 Several boxes together will assist the formation of swift colonies.  

Bird bricks and boxes – open-front (Robins and Wrens) 

 Position below 2m, well hidden in vegetation. 
 

External boxes 
The following should be considered if it is not possible to use ‘integrated’ species 
features and it becomes necessary to attach boxes to trees or structures: 

 Avoid damaging trees when fixing boxes; 

 Use tree ties or strapping (not nails). A rubber strap with buckle should be 
screwed or bolted to the box with the washer and flat side pointing out. 
Multiple ties can be tied together to secure the box to the tree around the 
trunk. It is recommended that tree ties are checked and loosened once every 
two years to ensure they do not start to restrict the tree or become degraded;  

 Ensure the boxes are not placed directly above a path or other area used by 
the public (in case they fall down); 

 Ensure the box is clear of overhanging branches; 

 Locate in lines of mature trees or by hedgerows if possible; 

 Tilt boxes forward slightly so rain will bounce away. 
 

 

 


